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HOUSE BI LL 2763

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Mrrell, Edwards, Schual-Berke, Haigh, Kessler,
Cody, Darneille, Sinpson, G, Conway and Kenney

Read first tine 01/20/2004. Referred to Commttee on Health Care.

AN ACT Relating to inproving the delivery of health care services
for school -aged children; adding a new section to chapter 28A 210 RCW
creating new sections; nmaking an appropriation; and providing an
expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that schools are
increasingly required to play an expanding role in protecting our

children's health. Schools are responsible for nonitoring the
i mmuni zation of children, evaluating children's hearing and vision, and
screening for scoliosis. Chronically ill <children often require

medically ordered treatnment to enable them to attend school

Medi cation is often required to be given to children during the school
day. Schools are also responsible for identifying and reporting child
abuse, identifying drug and al cohol problens, treating energencies

provi di ng counsel i ng and assi stance for teenage parents, and providing
AIDS, human growh and devel opnent, and personal safety education.
School s are asked to coordinate with famlies and community services to
manage students with significant health problens and to nmake referrals
to appropriate community services. Schools are required to abide by
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rules of confidentiality and to properly maintain health care records.
The legislature finds that additional school nurses wth the
appropriate expertise are needed in our schools to play a pivotal role
in inproving the health and educational success of the school-age
chi |l d.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A 210
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) Beginning with the 2005-06 school year, each class | school
district shall maintain a ratio of at |east one school nurse for every
two thousand full-tine equival ent students. Beginning in the 2007-08
school year, each class | school district shall maintain a ratio of at
| east one school nurse for every one thousand five hundred full-tinme
equi val ent students.

(2) The state board of education shall adopt rules providing for
the initial and continuing certification for certified school nurses.

(a) Al school nurses in class | school districts nust apply for
certification wthin one year after the effective date of this section.

(b) A class Il school district may continue to hire persons who
meet the requirements of RCW 28A. 210.300 and are not required to be
certified under this section.

(3) As used in this section, "school nurse" neans a person who:

(a) Holds a bachelor of science degree in nursing, including
training in public health nursing;

(b) Holds a valid license as a registered nurse (RN) in Washi ngton
state; and

(c) Is certified as an educational staff associate under the
requi renents established by the office of the superintendent of public
i nstruction.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. By Decenber 31, 2007, the superintendent of
public instruction shall submt a report to the legislature on the
i npl enmentation of section 2 of this act and the inpact of the services
provi ded. The report shall include recomendations about whether
funding for school nurses should be an ongoing responsibility of the
state and part of basic education. The office of the superintendent of
public instruction has the authority to wite rules necessary to
i npl ement this section.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. The sumof . . . . . ., or as mnmuch thereof
as may be necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal year ending June
30, 2005, fromthe general fund to the office of the superintendent of
public instruction for the purposes of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. The school nurse account is created in the
custody of the state treasurer. Al receipts fromgifts, grants, or
endownent s obt ai ned under section 6 of this act nust be deposited into
the account. Expenditures from the account may be used only for
supporting the ratio provided in section 2 of this act. Only the
superintendent of public instruction or the superintendent's designee
may aut horize expenditures fromthe account. The account is subject to
al l ot rent procedures under chapter 43.88 RCW but an appropriation is
not required for expenditures.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. The office of the superintendent of public
instruction may receive gifts, grants, or endowents from public or
private sources that are made fromtine to tinme, in trust or otherw se,
for the use and benefit of the purposes of this act and spend gifts,
grants, or endowrents or inconme fromthe public or private sources to
support the ratios provided for in section 2 of this act, unless the
receipt of the gifts, grants, or endowrents violates RCW42.17. 710.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. This act expires Decenber 31, 2007.

~-- END ---
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